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Student, Allison Switalski, Saginaw Valley State University

“Attending USITT in 2015 opened my eyes to all the opportunities available within
the theatre community. It really cemented in that I'm on the right path. | met so
many other passionate and talented technicians and designers whose successes
have me very excited to see where m education and career will lead me. | consider

the USITT conference to be a pivotal event in my undergrad years.”

“This year was a solid year for programming and

\
manufacturer involvement. There were many more sound

Sound Designer, Christopher Plummer,

Michigan Technical University

companies on the expo floor and a speaker demo |
organized with Live Sound International and ProSoundWeb |
that had 16 different systems set-up for listening was an
exceptional experience. The sessions ranged from
discussions with professional designers in the area and a
hilarious and very informative session with Early Career |
Sound Designers to practical sessions on Composing |
for Non-musicians, Wireless Technologies, Sound

Creation Techniques, and Sound  Teaching
\

Techniques. The Guerrilla Sound Challenge was yet again
a fabulous success with a wide variety of contestants from
students to professionals and a final live performance with ‘
musicians, an actor, and a large bag of mail that will be |

remembered for some time by those who experienced it.”

Costume Technician, Adam Dill, University of
Michigan-Flint

“There did not seem to be a lot of costume related choices,
but the options offered were excellent! LalLonnie Lehman’s
presentation on Fashion at the time of The Great Gatsby
was among my favorites, and | always love the scope of
knowledge and materials presented in the poster sessions.
Collaboration, communication, and education are so
important to what we do in the world of costumes! With that
in mind, | am so thrilled to continue student education this
year for USITT! | will be presenting “Negotiations in the
Fitting Room” at the 2016 conference in Salt Lake
City! This panel discussion will offer insight on how to
navigate the tougher moments costume technicians face
when put on the spot in the fitting room. Topics for
discussion include: proper demeanor and dress for a fitting,
how to handle actor body issues in the fitting, suggestions
for dealing with the pressure of feeling “on the spot”, and
how to effectively achieve the designer's wishes in a
professional manner — and how to do the above in a cool,

calm, and collected way.”
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Name: Mary Carol Friedrich, it's a
southern double name so | answer
mostly to MC and almost not at all to

Mary.
Title: Professor of Design &
Technical Theatre at Michigan

Technical University

Production I'm currently working
on: Summer downtime! Actually, | am
beginning to look at the next
academic year's productions and
discerning what will be assigned to
students and/or faculty.

Favorite thing about my job: My
wonderful colleagues and bright
students. It doesn't hurt that | can see
bald eagles flying over the canal
outside my office and costume shop
windows.

Piece of advice for young theatre
artists: Diversify early in your
education to keep your options open
later. | have found myself scene
painting when | was hired to be an
electrician. Be open to new locations
and experiences, especially early in
your career.

Favorite thing about USITT:
The variety of options open to me, my
colleagues, and my students. There
is something for everyone! | can
recharge my creative batteries, stay
relevant in my chosen fields, meet up
with colleagues and old friends from
many walks of life in the
entertainment industry. My students
can find relevant internships, grad
schools, career-starting jobs. The
website and archives of TD&T and
the Costume Commission are great
resources. | love visiting the different
cities in which the conference is held.

M.C. Friedrich was the winner of the 2015
Founder’s Award. Congrats M.C.!

Name: Paul Brunner

Title: Associate Professor of Theatre
Technology, and Technical Director at
Indiana University

Production I'm currently working on: |
am the Technical Director for the USITT-
USA 2015 Prague Quadrennial Exhibits,
for the summer of 2015. The exhibits
were built during the summer and winter
of 2014. | am also currently in
production for Mr. Burns a Post Electric
Play for IU Theatre & Drama which
opens in October.

Favorite thing about my job: | love the
variety that theatre presents to crafts
persons. Certain aspects are repetitive
for sure, but each challenge | face is
unique and energizing. | also love
working with students on
productions. They keep the process
fresh, and their inquisitive nature keeps
me on my toes.

Piece of advice for young theatre
artists: network, network, network. Any
and all current classmates and
colleagues are your future professional
network. Don’t burn bridges, ever. And
diversify! Don’t just do theatre, but work
in opera, dance, ballet, etc. There is so
much work out there if you have even a
hint of experience in these other areas.

Favorite thing about USITT:
Networking! I've had the good future to
meet hundreds of people through USITT
Midwest and the National
Conference. I'd be nowhere without the
connections, professional mentorship,
and current technology available through
USITT. Now I'm starting to learn about
non-profit leadership by being more
involved in both the Midwest Section and
the national Institute. | can’t wait to learn
more from all of the amazing people |
meet.



Five awards were given out at this
year’s section meeting in Cincinnati.
Check the section website for the
nomination process and deadlines
for application for next year’s
awards.

Student Digital Design
Competition

Emily Lotz, University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point for her design for
Radium Girls

Christopher Rhoton, University of
Indiana for his design for King Lear

Founder’s Awards

High School Student

Alexis Handler,
Adlai E. Stevenson High School

College Student

David Millard,
DePaul University

Section Member

M.C. Friedrich,
Michigan Technical University

David Krajec and Bernie Works
explain the origins of the Midwest
Regional Section before

presenting the awards.

David Millard
receives College
Student
Founder’s Award

David Krajec,
Bernie Works and
Steve Jacobs
present the
Section Member
Founder’'s Award
to M.C. Friedrich



Winter Events Review
by Steve Jacobs

The third Midwest event of the season
took place at the Oriental Theatre/Ford
Center for the Performing Arts in Chicago
on December 12, 2014 where Section
members toured "Onstage and Backstage"
of the touring production of Newsies.
Participants toured the backstage during
the morning session while members of the

road and house crew described some of

the challenges of mounting this particular

traveling production and answered
questions from participants. After lunch,
the twenty individuals who had purchased
group tickets saw the matinee of the show.
Those who attended this event said they
enjoyed the day, especially being able to
see the stage and understand the
requirements of the production first hand

before seeing the show.







Midwest's Involvement at the 2015 Prague Quadrennial

by Shane Kelly

This summer, thousands of theatre artists from around the world will gather for eleven days in Prague for this year’'s
Prague Quadrennial and several students from the Midwest Regional Section will be a part of creating this collection
of designs, performances and ideas. The Prague Quadrennial offers 11 days, 64 national expositions, more than 500
live events at more than 100 locations in the center of Prague, and 50,000 visitors. Thirteen B.F.A. theatre technology,
stage management and lighting design students from The Theatre School at DePaul University are a part of the
SpacelLab production team helping to produce upwards of 50 performances from around the world. These
performances will take place in the theatres of The Theatre Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague and
outside in Jungannova Square in the center of Prague. This is the culmination of nine months of planning for these
performances for these students from selecting the performances from hundreds of applications to communicating
with the performers about their needs and plans and will culminate with meeting in Prague and presenting these
performances. The DePaul students are collaborating on SpacelLab, which is the educational section of the Prague
Quadrennial, with fellow students from The Theatre Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague, York

University in Toronto, Royal Central School of Speech and Drama in London, and Czech theatre professionals.

Another key component of the Prague Quadrennial are the national design exhibits and students from Indiana
University have built the United States national
exhibit. Back in July 2014, eight graduate
students were selected by Paul Brunner, the
Technical Director and Project Coordinator for
the National Exhibit, to participate in a lifetime
opportunity to build the USA National and
Student Exhibit for the Prague Quadrennial 2015.
They have been working hard for almost a year
to create the incredible National Exhibit designed
by the renowned international designer, Klara
Zieglerova, and the Student Exhibit designed by
students Joe Klug, John Mitchell, Jenna Moran,

Meghan Raham and Tyler Kinney. The national exhibit will be staffed in Prague by one professor, 3 recent M.F.A.

graduates, 5 M.F.A. candidates, and a Staff member to help represent the United States.

We at USITT Midwest Regional Section are excited for the experiences and
connections that the students from Indiana University and DePaul University will make
this summer in Prague and we look forward to hearing about their adventures and to

learn from them how to work in this multi-national environment.



